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SUBJECT: WINDSCALE INQUIRY HEARS GOVERNMENT WITNESSES 

1 . ON THURSDAY THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY REVEALED ITS 
HAND IN THE INQUIRY REGARDING A PROPOSED RE-PROCESSING 
PLANT AT WINDSCALE BY FIELDING TWO WITNESSES WHOSE 
EVIDENCE SEEMED TO SHOW THAT THE DEPARTMENT WANTS THE 
PLANT TO GO AHEAD AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AND REFLECTED 
ANXIETY THE OPTION OF GOING IN FOR FAST REACTORS WOULD 
BE CLOSED IF IT DOES NOT. THE PRINCIOAL DEPARTMENT OF 
ENERGY WITNESS WAS CHRIS HERZIG, HEAD OF THE DEPARTMENT S 
ATOMIC ENERGY DIVISION. HE ATTEMPTED TO DEAL WITH THE 
SUGGESTIONS THAT HAD BEEN MADE AT THE INQUIRY THAT THERE 
WAS NO NEED FOR THE PLANT FOR SOME YEARS AND THAT IF IT 
WERE DELAYED THIS WOULD NOT CLOSE THE OPTION OF GOING 
AHEAD WITH FAST REACTORS. HE SAID THERE WERE OTHER 
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CONSIDERATIONS WHICH ARGUED AGAINST THE DELAYED 
START: THE TIME REQUIRED TO BUILD A REPROCESSING PLANT 
AND THE NEED TO MAINTAIN EXPERIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOR 
THIS PURPOSE. 

2. A GUARDIAN STORY SAYS THAT CONSERVATION GROUPS FEAR 
THAT THE DECISION HAS ALREADY BEEN TAKEN TO GO AHEAD 
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IN THE MINDS OF A LOT OF PEOPLE INSIDE THE CIVIL SERVICE. 
WALTER PATTERSON OF FRIENDS OF THE EARTH SAID OUTSIDE 
THE INQUIRY HALL: "WE CAN ONLY HOPE THAT THE JUDGMENT 
FROM THE TRIBUNAL WILL MAKE THEM STOP AND THINK AGAIN". 

3. THE FEARS REFERRED TO SEEM TO HAVE SOME BASIS. IT 
IS NOT JUST THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY BUT ALSO THE CEGB 
WHICH HAS PRESENTED EVIDENTLY IMPRESSIVE EVIDENCE IN 
FAVOR OF GOING AHEAD. ONE VERY EXPERIENCED SCIENTIFIC 
JOURNALIST THINKS THAT THE BEHAVIOR OF THE JUDGE CON- 
DUCTING THE INQUIRY WHO SEEMS TO BE AVOIDING VERY BROAD 
ISSUES OF PROLIFERATION INDICATES THAT A DECISION WILL 
BE BASED LARGELY ON ECONOMIC CRITERIA AND THAT SUCH 
CRITERIA DICTATED AN EARLY GO AHEAD. HOWEVER, WHILE 
THE CASE FORPROCEEDING IS NOW LARGELY COMPLETE, THE 
OPPOSITION WILL NOW HAVE ITS INNINGS AND THE INQUIRY 
WILL RUN FOR MANY WEEKS TO COME. 
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